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Abstract

Literary devices, particularly those related to aesthetics, are relatively
scarce in Mawlawi’s poetry. Those that do appear are not used for
decorative or ornamental purposes but are integrated into the poetic lines
in a way that seems entirely natural. Clearly, the artistic and aesthetic
dimensions of Mowlawi’s poetry are not limited to literary devices;
therefore, understanding these dimensions requires an examination of
other characteristics. In this study, Mawlawi’s poetry is examined using a
descriptive-analytical approach, with a focus on its artistic and aesthetic
aspects. The findings indicate that emotional simplicity is the dominant
characteristic and the central principle underlying Mowlawi’s art and
aesthetics. This simplicity results from various factors that are
meaningfully interconnected in a network of relationships. The structure
of the poet’s mentality and poetic imagination, along with the nature of
his intended audience, constitutes the basis of this simplicity in
Mawlawi’s poetry. The main components of the poet’s mentality and
poetic imagination are a lack of adherence to literary conventions, a lack
of reliance on established modes of expression, and sincerity of
expression. The use of local natural and cultural phenomena is the
primary source of this simplicity.
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186 | the artistic and aesthetic aspects of Mowlawi's poetry

1. Introduction

Researchers and experts in the field of poetry agree that Mawlawi’s poems are of a high
standard in Gorani poetry. Although Mawlawi’s poetry is generally regarded as the pinnacle
of his artistic achievement, more artistic than that of other poets, and representative of the
highest achievement in Gorani literature, its specific aesthetic and artistic qualities remain
unclear. Literary devices are not particularly numerous in Mawlawi’s poetry, and those that
appear are not used for decoration or embellishment but are necessary for speech and
expression and are woven into his lines in a way that appears entirely natural. Clearly, the
artistic and aesthetic qualities of Mawlawi’s poetry are not limited to literary devices. To
understand these qualities, other characteristics must be examined. This study aims to answer
two questions: What is the dominant feature of the aesthetic and artistic qualities of
Mawlawi’s poetry, and what factors have contributed to the realization of this feature?

2. Methodology

In the past, rhetoric was used as a criterion for evaluating the artistic and aesthetic quality of a
poet’s work. However, contemporary poetry criticism takes a broader approach than rhetoric.
Poetry is regarded as a unified system in which the meaning and function of all its elements
are determined in relation to one another. Language (i.e., phonemes, words, and sentences),
meaning, poetic imagery, music, and artistic emotion are components of the internal system of
poetry. The roles of these components are not separate but are interconnected within a
network of relationships.

The concepts used to interpret a poet’s work include the alignment of artistic emotion and
poetic imagination, the proportionality of meaning and language, the tone and aesthetics of
poetry, and the structure of the poem’s plot. A network of relationships connects these
elements, leading to systemic unity in poetry. The implied audience is also an important factor
that plays a role in the process of poetry production, and the dominant characteristics of a
poem are undoubtedly related to that audience. The difference between one poet’s work and
another’s, known as poetic style, stems from the operation of the overall system, which also
takes the audience into account.

3. Analysis

If we want to determine the dominant characteristics of the artistic and aesthetic aspects of
Mawlawi’s poetry, simplicity can be considered its dominant feature. This feature is itself the
product of two important factors: the structure of the poet’s imagination and the type of his
artistic audience. The poetic imagination and mindset of poets have a structure that should be
considered in the methodology and criticism of poetry. Mawlawi’s poetic imagination was not
based on literary traditions, and these traditions did not provide a specific direction for his
imagination. In other words, Mawlawi’s approach to writing poetry did not originate from the
poetic background of his predecessors or contemporaries. Therefore, the framework and basis
of his poetic imagination were not based on the auditory and visual materials derived from
other poets’ works, and very little of the material that constitutes his poetry was derived from
literary traditions.

The presence of an audience in the process of creating an artistic work is one of the most
important factors. The poet structures a poem according to the audience’s world of thought,
feelings, and knowledge. In other words, the audience’s level of artistic understanding and
needs play an important role in the process of writing poetry. The poet determines the level
and structure of expression by taking the audience into account. It is thus clear that there is an
innovative relationship between the aesthetic qualities of a poet’s work and the poet’s artistic
audience. In Mawlawi’s case, this audience consisted of ordinary people in society rather than
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a specialized group, such as poetry scholars, who focus on modes of expression and the use of
literary devices to create new meanings.

4. Conclusion

The analysis of the aesthetic dimensions of Mawlawi’s poetry reveals three main
characteristics: his departure from established patterns of expression, his limited use of
literary devices, and his distinctive approach to meaning creation. First, although the subjects,
themes, and motifs of his poetry can also be found in the works of other poets, his language
and style of expression were not strongly influenced by the poetic traditions of his
predecessors and contemporaries. Instead, he developed an individual mode of expression
through which he conveyed his own experiences and emotional responses. Second, the
aesthetic value of Mawlawi’s poetry does not depend on the frequent use of literary devices.
Although simile is the most prominent device in his poetry, his expression is generally natural
and unadorned. His limited use of literary devices can therefore be regarded as a distinctive
feature of his poetic form and style. Finally, the diversity of subjects, expressions, and
semantic units in his poetry reflects his ability to create meaning from his experiences and
observations without relying primarily on established linguistic and semantic patterns. Taken
together, these characteristics demonstrate that simplicity is the dominant aesthetic feature of
Mawlawi’s poetry. This simplicity does not indicate an absence of artistic value; rather, it
emerges from the originality of his expression, the naturalness of his language, and his
distinctive approach to meaning creation.
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